Chinese Characters without Tears 
Presenter: Shaz Lawrence

Repetition is unavoidable, but teachers can lessen the burden of learning Chinese characters by encouraging: 

Meaning, Connections, and Context
1. Teach Characters in context – Avoid teaching vocabulary outside of a context.

2. Set up a Word Wall where students can share their learning. Individual Student Word Walls can also be kept as a way of students referring to the Characters learnt.
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3. Use Signs as a Teaching Tool – authentic, cultural and conveys meaning

4. Vary the types of writing you require of your students. Use a Multiple Intelligences Grid to vary the types of writing. (diary entry, lyrics, cartoon, recipe etc)

5. Story Writing – Encourage students to create stories – use ‘Chinglish’ and nurture creativity in story writing. Don’t limit your students to traditional topics!

6. Vary the Writing strategies – Shaving Cream writing, Pipe-cleaner Characters, Mini Whiteboards, Headbands, Daily Lesson Reflection

7. Teach Clusters / Components – Allows guessing, cues for memory, helps with Dictionary use, and organizes information in the brain. Make learning of radicals – FUN!

8. Provide Cues – Encourage Picture-seeing
9. Technology – Use for teaching stroke order and character formation – www.skritter.com
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10. L.C.W.C – Look, Cover, Write, Check - This approach intends to combine the learner's visual, and kinesthetic skills vs. character drill and memorization.
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Write a description of egg in Chinese

Introduce Adopted egg to class
Create an ID for Adopted Egg
Record daily activities of Adopted egg
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